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SUBJECT : The Spanish Succession Question
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1. Attached are the Director's comments about
recent study. Like others, he found it interesting and informative
but was rather more startled than most would be over the possibility
of real troubles of the post-Franco era. The way Portugal surprised
us all no doubt is a factor. In any case, he wants some form of
interagency consideration of this question as you will note.

2. I don't have any firm ideas about how to proceed. I know
that neither INR nor OCI has anybody capable of writing an estimate
on this subject, and it looks like Hwould be the logical choice. 25X1A
An NIE or interagency memorandum cou e fairly readily adapted from
this text, possibly deleting some of the detail, accelerating the
pace of some of the prose so it reads faster, and expanding key judg-
ments with a few more specifics on likely scenarios in the short,
medium, and longer terms.

Irene give this some thought and let s en consu on procedures.

25X1A

National Intelligence Officer
for Western Europe
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